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EIGHTY MILE BEACH MARINE PARK — INDICATIVE MANAGEMENT PLAN 

Statement by Minister for Environment 
MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Environment) [2.06 pm]: I inform the house of a 
significant milestone in the implementation of the state government’s Kimberley science and conservation 
strategy. Members will recall this government’s unprecedented $63 million investment that will see the creation 
of a world-class 3.5-million-hectare marine and land conservation system in this unique region.  

During a visit to the West Kimberley on 30 September 2011, I released the indicative management plan for the 
proposed Eighty Mile Beach marine park at an event with traditional owner group representatives. This is a key 
part of the Kimberley strategy. Under the strategy, the state government is creating marine parks at Eighty Mile 
Beach, Camden Sound, Roebuck Bay and the north Kimberley. We have also created the Prince Regent National 
Park. Eighty Mile Beach marine park will protect 209 000 hectares of spectacular lower West Kimberley 
coastline. This area is one of the world’s most significant feeding grounds for migratory shorebirds and supports 
an important nesting population of flatback turtles. It is also rich in other marine life including sawfish, dugongs, 
dolphins and millions of invertebrates that inhabit the sand and mud flats. As many members will be aware, 
Eighty Mile Beach is popular for beach fishing, camping and four-wheel-driving. This plan supports sustainable 
tourism use and enjoyment of the area, and the maintenance of Aboriginal culture and heritage. A recreation 
zone is proposed adjacent to the Eighty Mile Beach Caravan Park to provide opportunities for recreational 
activities such as fishing while protecting native fauna. Native title has been determined for much of the lands 
and waters adjacent to the proposed marine park. 

The plan was prepared by the Department of Environment and Conservation on behalf of the Conservation 
Commission of Western Australia and will guide management of the marine park for the next 10 years. A zoning 
scheme will see 25 per cent of the proposed marine park set aside as sanctuary zones. A further one per cent of 
the proposed marine park will be set aside as special-purpose zones, two per cent as recreation zones, while 
72 per cent has been earmarked as general use. The Kimberley is a spectacular place renowned for its natural and 
cultural significance, as well as its raw beauty. The plan for the proposed marine park recognises the areas for 
tourism and recreation and sets a path to conserve the important natural and cultural values. The plan is open for 
public comment until 20 January 2012, and I encourage all Western Australians to have their say. 
 


